2026 Area 53 Mini Conference

Humility in Action

Committee Results

Area 53 General Service



CONTENTS
[ (T =) (U] TP PP PPPRPPPI 2
ITEM F: Review Progress report on the development of a Plain Language Big Book amendment process. ............... 2

ITEM I: Consider publishing the personal stories from the Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous not included in

the draft Fifth Eition of AlCONOLICS ANONYMOUS. . cuiniiiiiiiiee et ee et e e et et et et et eteeneaneanesnssassasaesnasnasnsens 2
AFLEIrNOON SESSION RESULLS: ...ciiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e et e et e e te e e et e etneeetaeeetaeeeaneerneeernnsennnsennnns 2
(@074 =To 4o o I PSPPIt 3
ITEM C: Consider a request to create a Twelve Steps study guide or WorkbooK. ........ccueeueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeennee. 3
AFLEIrNOON SESSION RESULLS: ..ciiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e et e et e eta e eeteeetneeeeaeetaeeeaneernesernesernenennnns 3

ITEM B: Consider the list of suggested AA Grapevine book topics for 2027 or after. ....ceuveviiiiiiiiieiiiiiiie e ieeeeeeenes 4
ATEEINOON SESSION ettt ettt et et ettt et e et e et e taa e etaa e eteaeaaaeanaeraaseanaeanasennesernasennnsennnne 4

F Y=L o o £ TP PPPPRPRIN 5
ITEM A: Review the suggested themes of the 2027 General Service CONfEreNCe. ...ucvviviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeieeeeeenes 5
ITEM C: Discuss workshop topic ideas for the 2027General Service CONferenCe. ...ccciveiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieeeeieeeanes 5
POLICY & AMISSIONS...ceuiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et e et e eaaeeeaaesesaeseanssasaseesassesnssesnssesnssesnssesnssesnssesnnsenns 6
ITEM B: Review dates for the 2030 General Service CONfErenCe. ......ccevviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 6
ITEM B: Discuss motion to add wording to Item F-3, “Self-Support: Where Money and Spirituality Mix” (PAI 99)...... 6
ATEEINOON SESSION tuiiiiiiiieii ettt ettt ettt ettt eet ettt eteaeteaeteaeetaesetensetensetansetnesernnsersnennnnernnsernssernnsennnne 6
Treatment and ACCESSIDILITIES ...ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e aa e aas 7
Item A: Review progress report on Military OUtreaCh PrOjECT......iuuiiiiiiiiii i eee e e e e e eeeeaaanas 7

ITEM E: Consider a request to review locally produced safety-related video service material and provide input on

the potential for this video service material to be adapted for use by GSO.....cuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e eeens 8
ATEEINIOON SESSION ettt ittt ettt ettt et ettt e et etu et et eaunetaasnaauneeaasnsennsannesssenssensesnssnnsennesnesnnsensesnnens 8
PUDBLIC INFOIMATION cetitiieii ettt et e b et et e b et s e eaa s et saaebnseaesansennsennssnnes 9
ITEM D: Review progress report on the effective use of CPC ViIdE0S 0N @8.0I8. ceuvuiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeieeeeeeeeeeneanes 9

ITEM B: Consider a request to define eligibility for area-level service for members residing outside of the
geographic area they Want t0 SEIVE. (PAI-4B) .......iuiiniiiiiiiir it ee et et e e et et e eas e saneansansaaennsnsensensanns 10

Backqground Material HERE



https://sites.google.com/area53aa.org/2026-a53-mini-conference/committees

LITERATURE

Agenda Item

ITEM F: REVIEW PROGRESS REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PLAIN LANGUAGE BIG BOOK
AMENDMENT PROCESS.

Committee Review

The committee discussed expectations for how different types of requests and editorial suggestions related to the
Plain Language Big Book (PLBB) might be routed appropriately. The committee agreed that the process outlined is
sufficient for determining whether to forward a PAl to Conference.

Did the Committee change this from a review, and was there a motion to consider and bring this to the
afternoon for full assembly?

No

ITEM I: CONSIDER PUBLISHING THE PERSONAL STORIES FROM THE FOURTH EDITION OF
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT FIFTH EDITION OF ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS.

Committee Notes

Committee agreed these stories should be preserved and available to the membership in print.
Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?

Yes

What was the motion?

Recommendation to forward to the full assembly as a motion:
To publishing the personal stories from the Fourth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous not included in the draft Fifth
Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Yes No
16 1
1. Did the motion pass? (2 / 3rds Majority)

Yes

AFTERNOON SESSION RESULTS:

Yes No Did the afternoon motion pass

87 11 Yes



CORRECTIONS

ITEM C: CONSIDER A REQUEST TO CREATE A TWELVE STEPS STUDY GUIDE OR WORKBOOK.
Committee Notes

Members shared a range of perspectives on the idea of creating a Twelve Step study guide or workbook. Some
expressed concerns about condensing or adding to existing literature, noting that the Big Book and the Twelve Steps
and Twelve Traditions already provide guidance and represent the traditional way of working the Steps. There were
concerns that additional materials could complicate the process, dilute the message, add unnecessary paperwork,
or encourage an “easier, softer way,” potentially reducing the role of sponsorship or dictating how the Steps should
be worked.

Others acknowledged possible benefits, particularly for newcomers or individuals who have difficulty reading or
understanding the layout and language of the Big Book. Some felt a structured guide could help members who feel
overwhelmed by the material or struggle with comprehension. Several participants were undecided, recognizing both
the value of existing literature and the potential usefulness of an additional tool. Supporters emphasized that any
material developed should remain aligned with AA traditions and approved literature, while others questioned
whether such a workbook would be widely used or necessary given the resources already available.

The initial motion to agree to forward PAI-70, to consider creating a Twelve Step study guide or workbook, did not
initially pass in the committee.
There was a Minority Opinion and a revote that passed the second time.

Some considerations added for this motion that passed was:

Members suggested exploring a lower-cost option, such as developing a service piece rather than producing a full
book, or potentially incorporating the material into existing literature such as Living Sober. It was also noted that
similar proposals have not passed at three previous conferences, and members encouraged considering the
completion of prior projects, along with overall costs and workload implications, before moving forward.

Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?

Yes

What was the motion?

Motion to agree to forward PAI-70, to consider creating a Twelve Step study guide or workbook
Yes No

11 5

1. Did the motion pass? (2 / 3rds Majority)

Yes

AFTERNOON SESSION RESULTS:
Yes No Re-Vote 90-1 No (vote to re-vote failed)
25 74

Afternoon Motion Failed



ITEM B: CONSIDER THE LIST OF SUGGESTED AA GRAPEVINE BOOK TOPICS FOR 2027 OR AFTER.

Committee Notes

The committee discussed the three books included in the Agenda Item and generally agreed that they would be
beneficial to publish. Members shared varying levels of familiarity with the titles but expressed that the books could
help reach more alcoholics, as many people in the Fellowship may relate to the stories and experiences shared within
them. It was also noted that the books are compilations of previously approved Grapevine stories. Additionally,
members expressed that publishing and purchasing Grapevine books helps support the Grapevine, which is a self-
supporting part of the Fellowship.

The committee reviewed the list of potential future book titles from AA Grapevine and voted on their top three
preferences they would most like to see published. The tally for the top three selections was as follows:

4. Mid-Sobriety Challenges
9. The Early Days of AA (40s, 50s, 60s — AA’s earliest days)
10. Getting Involved in General Service

The same was done for La Vina future book titles. The picks were:

2. Carrying the Message into Institutions
4. Surrender & Hope
9. En las prisiones (Jails and Institutions)

Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?
Yes

What was the motion?

Motion to consider the list of suggested AA Grapevine book topics for 2027 or after.
Yes

16

No

0

1. Did the motion pass? (2 / 3rds Majority)

Yes

AFTERNOON SESSION

Yes

90

No

1

Motion Passes



AGENDA
Agenda Item (Agenda)

ITEM A: REVIEW THE SUGGESTED THEMES OF THE 2027 GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE.
Committee Review

The committee discussed all 8 items and after that discussion voted to narrowed itdownto 1, 3,4, and 7.
After discussion and another vote, the top choices were:

3: Embracing Our Past, Empowering Our Future
4: One Purpose Many Voices: Listening, Loving, and Learning Together.

Did the Committee change this from a review, and was there a motion to consider and bring this to the
afternoon for full assembly?

No

ITEM C: DISCUSS WORKSHOP TOPIC IDEAS FOR THE 2027GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE.
Committee Notes

After discussion, committee chose item 1: Why Remain Anonymous? As the committee's choice because this
appears relevant to today's meeting environment.

2. Cultivating Future Delegates. The committee was worried that using delegate was too egocentric. They believed
that saying cultivating future service people would be less egocentric. Numbers 3, 4, and 5: the committee discussed
and felt all three of these items would be better used as subtopics for a larger workshop format.

Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?

No



POLICY & ADMISSIONS
Agenda Item (P&A)

ITEM B: REVIEW DATES FOR THE 2030 GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE.

Committee Review

We discussed the trend of past conferences, the holidays in 2030, other events (like Founders Day) and cost of travel
on some weekends. We selected 3 dates in this order,
May 5-11; April 28-May 4, March 31-April 6.

Did the Committee change this from a review, and was there a motion to consider and bring this to the
afternoon for full assembly?

No

ITEM B: DISCUSS MOTION TO ADD WORDING TO ITEM F-3, “SELF-SUPPORT: WHERE MONEY AND
SPIRITUALITY MIX” (PAI 99).

Discussion Notes

Discussed the fact that the information in the proposed paragraph is covered in the current version of the pamphlet.
We thought about whether is hurt anybody not to add it and whether it helped anybody. We talked alot about having
Grapevine Reps and individuals buying subscriptions. We didn't make a motion, but a substantial unanimity voted
NOT to add the paragraph

Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?

Yes

What was the motion?

Add the paragraph to the "Self-Support: Where Money and Spirituality Mix" pamphlet as specified in the PAI-99
Yes

18

No

0

1. Did the motion pass? (2 / 3rds Majority)

Yes

AFTERNOON SESSION

Yes

95

No

1

Motion Passes



TREATMENT AND ACCESSIBILITIES

ITEM A: REVIEW PROGRESS REPORT ON MILITARY OUTREACH PROJECT.
Committee Review

The committee had 3 members with military experience. One retired military member of our committee stated that
the video we watched was accurate and informative. Another veteran expressed the importance of this work and that
these resources are great.

Another member expressed the benefit of having a resource outside of the military that provided anonymity for
military members wishing to learn about alcoholism.

The committee suggested including new interviews later, much as new stories are added to editions of the Big Book.

The committee searched on aa.org and was able to quickly find the videos in two clicks.

Did the Committee change this from a review, and was there a motion to consider and bring this to the
afternoon for full assembly?

No



ITEM E: CONSIDER A REQUEST TO REVIEW LOCALLY PRODUCED SAFETY-RELATED VIDEO SERVICE
MATERIAL AND PROVIDE INPUT ON THE POTENTIAL FOR THIS VIDEO SERVICE MATERIAL TO BE
ADAPTED FOR USE BY GSO.

Committee Notes

The committee voted to approve the motion.

The committee recommends as an advisory action that the GSO considers the following:

o) Tailor to general audience outside of California.
o) Remove the burden placed on the secretary to lead resolution of safety issues.
o If current animation is used, include a sensory warning with the videos.

Michael made the motion to approve the item and Colleen seconded the motion.
Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?
Yes

What was the motion?

The motion was to approve the request to review the videos and provide input on the potential for this video services
material to be adapted for use by GSO.

Yes No
18 0
1. Did the motion pass? (2 / 3rds Majority)

Yes

AFTERNOON SESSION

Yes

92

No

1

Motion Passes



PUBLIC INFORMATION

ITEM D: REVIEW PROGRESS REPORT ON THE EFFECTIVE USE OF CPC VIDEOS ON AA.ORG.

Committee Review

Our committee was tasked with reviewing the current process for updating Cooperation with Professional
Community (CPC) videos posted on aa.org and often used by local CPC committees in their work.

There are currently 3 videos targeting HR, legal, and medical professionals. Our committee reviewed one of the
videos for context. We agreed with the previous decision that while these videos contain very useful information
relevant to professional communities, they are quite outdated and too long, most running 5 to 6 minutes.

We had broad agreement regarding the need to update these videos for the current media landscape, and agreed
with the current strategy of making these videos shorter (30 to 60 Seconds), more concise, and more interactive.

We also supported the decision to include clips from our non alcoholic Class A trustees who come from professional
fields that frequently encounter alcoholics, to share how their experience with AA has benefited their field.

Overall, our review is supportive of the current process to update these videos. We would encourage those
responsible for their development to avoid a lecturing tone and focus on our common solution. While we want to
maintain humility and recognize that AA is one option in the current recovery landscape, we can also emphasize that
AAis 90 years strong and still relevant today. Also, since the new videos will be much shorter, we want to ensure that
they end with guidance for where to find further information and assistance.

Did the Committee change this from a review, and was there a motion to consider and bring this to the
afternoon for full assembly?

No



ITEM B: CONSIDER A REQUEST TO DEFINE ELIGIBILITY FOR AREA-LEVEL SERVICE FOR MEMBERS
RESIDING OUTSIDE OF THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA THEY WANT TO SERVE. (PAI-46)

Committee Notes

In our committee's understanding, the Proposed Agenda Item as presented contains several different issues that
relate to one core theme:

Core Theme: Achieving full representation of all AA groups within the service structure (Right of Participation as
defined in Concept 4) while maintaining the tradition of 1 person, 1 vote.

Issues within PAl documents:
1. Ongoing need to adapt traditional geographic area/district structure to address representation of AA groups that
meet online.

2. Linguistic-only areas within service structure.
3. Trusted servants holding positions outside of their current geographic location.

Our group conscience is that these issues are at the heart of the future of our fellowship service
structure. Conversations around this evolution will be with us for years to come, and now more than ever we need to
respect the "O" portion of HOW: open-mindedness.

Our AA community is clearly seeking guidance on these issues. Tradition 5 which gives groups and service areas the
gift of autonomy will need to be balanced against the welfare of AA as a whole. Different areas are implementing
different solutions, and the rippling effects of what works and what does not work will trickle down the inverted
pyramid. Hopefully sound policies based on collective experience will come as a result.

At this time, our committee's group conscience is that this PAl as written is not ready for a motion to be brought to the
floor. Our recommendation is that the issues contained need to be clearly separated, defined, and directed to the
appropriate bodies for further discussion and clarification before being brought to the floor in the form of a motion.

Was there a motion to consider and bring this to the afternoon for full assembly?

No
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